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2015 Showcase for Undergraduate Research Excellence
If you attended the Showcase of Undergraduate Research Excellence (SURE), a poster- or display-based 
forum for UCF undergraduates to present their research and creative projects to the broader university 
community, you witnessed the inspiring research that students conducted throughout the year.
 
The Cocoa & Palm Bay campuses had eighteen students from History, Nursing, Political Science, and 
Psychology present 10 projects in the showcase. These students were guided by eight regional faculty 
members and took home two prizes. It is important to recognize the students engaging in research on the 
Cocoa and Palm Bay campuses, and the faculty who mentor them. Congratulations and thank you  to the 
students and faculty who conducted research this year.
Dr. Joyce Burr, Nursing, mentored Annabeth 
Huff’s Honors in the Major project, “The Use of 
Yoga for Chronic Pain Management in the Pediatric 
Population.”
 
Dr. Robert Cassanello, History, mentored 
Jared Muha’s project, “Apopka, Florida, and 
Shifting Racial Dynamics in Agricultural 
Labor,” which won an Honorable Mention in 
the Arts & Humanities division. 
Dr. Krisann Draves, Nursing, mentored 
Brittany Bowks’s project, “Factors 
that Affect Compliance with Long-
Term Control Medication Among 
Pediatric Patients with Asthma.”  
 
Dr. Barbara Kinsey, Political Science, mentored 
Jennifer L. Hudson’s project, “Institutional Design 
and Economic Inequality: Socioeconomic Actors and 
Public Policy in Germany and the United States.”
Dr. Marisol Parra, Psychology, mentored Jeffrey 
Perrotte’s project, “Orthographic Similarity and False 
Recognition for Unfamiliar Words.” 
 
 
Dr. Karen Mottarella, 
Psychology, mentored two 
student projects: Robin 
Thorne’s “Exploring the 
Relationship of Resilience, 
Optimism, and the Big Five,” 
which won 3rd place in the Social 
Sciences II division, and Heather 
Strobel and Tracey Planinz’s 
“Public Perceptions of Social Workers as Compared 
to Other Mental Health Professionals.” 
Dr. Grace White, Psychology, mentored a research 
team project “Love the Way You Lie” led by Rebecca 
Stanley, with co-authors Tiffany Bunn, Mackenzie 
Hively, Amanda Johnson, Elizabeth Harrington, and 
Heidi Holden.
Dr. Shannon Whitten, Psychology, mentored Vincent 
Iula’s project, “Free to Be Accountable: Extended 
Self as a Moderator of Cheating Among Those Who 
Discover There is No Free Will,” and a research team 
project, “Influence of Personality and Writing Prompt 
on Alleviating Stress Among College Students: Are 
Certain Styles of Journal Writing More Successful?” 
by Kerstin Carter with co-authors Julie Gaudio, 
Molly Rendon, and Vincent Iula.
2 UCF Psychology 
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Psi Chi Conference in Palm Bay
Funded by a grant from the national office of Psi Chi Honor Society in Psychology, the 
UCF Palm Bay Chapter of Psi Chi and the UCF Palm Bay Psychology Club hosted the 
Undergraduate Psychology Conference at UCF Palm Bay on April 17. National president 
of Psi Chi, Dr. Maria Lavooy gave the keynote address.  Invited Special Guest Speakers 
were Dr. Chris Ferguson, Chair of Stetson University Department of Psychology and Dr. 
Travis Conradt, Director of the Psychology Undergraduate Program at Florida Institute 
of Technology.  Dr. Ferguson spoke about the myth of video games and violent behavior, 
and Dr. Travis Conradt discussed children’s eyewitness testimony.  This unique conference 
features two presentation tracks: undergraduate students could present research ideas 
and results (which is typical for conferences), or they could present on psychology-related resources and 
experiences.  First Place and Honorable Mention Awards were given for top presentations in both categories.  
 
Fifty-five psychology students from Florida Institute of Technology, Stetson University, 
Eastern Florida State College, and UCF Orlando, UCF Daytona, UCF Lake Mary, UCF 
Cocoa, and UCF Palm Bay attended the conference. Undergraduate students presented 
a total of 26 poster presentations. Amanda Woods from UCF Orlando won the first 
place in the research category, and Kerstin Carter from UCF Palm Bay won First Place 
in the Resources and Experiences Category.  Awards were determined by a panel 
of psychology faculty members including Karen Cox, Director of Advising for UCF 
Psychology,  Drs. Grace White and Marisol Parra from UCF Cocoa, Drs. Steve Berman 
and Monique Levermore  from UCF Lake Mary, Dr. Shannon Whitten from UCF Palm Bay and Dr. Lauren Miller, 
Director for UCF Cocoa & Palm Bay campuses.  Shells Restaurant in Melbourne donated lunch for all attendees 
and presenters. UCF Palm Bay Psi Chi and Psychology Club Officers who were fundamental in hosting the 
conference included Kerstin Carter, Tracey Planinz, Heather Strobel, Robin Thorne and Dennis Turner.  UCF 
Palm Bay faculty advisor, Dr. Karen Mottarella, was pivotal in securing the grant and planning the conference.  
AP Psychology Mentoring
Sacrificing most of their Sunday on April 12 and 19, UCF Palm Bay Psychology 
students served as AP Psychology Mentors and assisted local Holy Trinity Academy 
high school students in preparing for their upcoming AP Psychology Exam.  The UCF 
AP Psychology Mentors designed and utilized entertaining and interactive learning 
stations for each of the major content areas within the AP exam.  For example, learning 
stations included a Jeopardy review of theorists and a Survivor Challenge on disorders 
and treatment. The AP Mentorship benefited both sets of students.  UCF Palm Bay 
Psychology students gained teaching and mentoring experience, while the high school 
students found the review sessions extremely valuable in preparing for their upcoming 
AP Exam.  UCF Psychology Associate Lecturer, Dr. Karen Mottarella, coordinated the 
event.   AP Psychology Mentors from UCF Palm Bay included: Amanda Blush, Kerstin Carter, Ronald Farah, 
Timothy Morrison, Tracey Planinz, Denesha Powell, Molly Rendon, Mallory Sholtz, Heather Strobel, Robin 
Thorne, and Dennis Turner.
3Faculty Achievements
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Faculty Publications
Faculty Presentations
Roberts, S. K., Brasel, N., & Crawford, P. A. (2014). 
Poetry as praxis. Journal of Poetry Therapy.
Marshall, Debra, John Lynxwiler and David Gay. 
“Has the Song Remained the Same?: Perceptions of 
Effectiveness in Family Safety Work,” 2015. Journal of 
Applied Social Science Research 9:10-21.  
 
Dr. Florin Mihai, “Accommodations and English 
Learners: Inconsistencies in Policies and Practice,” The 
Tapestry Journal: An International Multidisciplinary 
Journal on English Language Learner Education.
Dr. Shelley Park “The Feminist Killjoy in the Room:  
The Costs of Caring about Diversity” in the Florida 
Philosophical Review Volume XIII (Winter 2014): 36-47.
Brasel, N., Roberts, S.K., & Crawford, P.A. (2015, April) 
Poetic autobiographies in the new age of standards: 
Where am I from?. 17th Annual Literacy Symposium. 
Orlando, FL. 
 
Levin, J.N. & Brasel. N. (2015, April) If you give a 
preschooler a muffin: Building literacy skills in urban 
poverty communities. 27th Annual National Youth-At-
Risk Conference. Savannah, GA.
 
Roberts, S.K., Crawford, P.A., & Brasel, N. (2014, 
December) Where I Am From: Capturing Our (His/
Her)stories through Poetry. Thirty-Fifth Annual 
Conference Of the American Reading Forum. Sanibel, 
FL. 
 
Burr, Joyce, and Charlotte Neubauer. “Nurture the 
Nurse (NTN): Mindful Stree Reduction Interventions 
for Basic Undergraduate Nursing Students.” Theta 
Epsilon Chapter of Sigma Theta Tau International 
Honor Society Annual Research Day. 2015.
Foster, Amy. “How Lt. Uhura Changed the World: 
NASA’s Women Astronauts,” Oklahoma State 
University. 2014.
LaManna, Jacqueline. “Hospital-to-Home Transition 
Outcomes of Older Adults Diagnosed with Diabetes,” 
American Association of Diabetes Educator’s annual 
meeting.
Lynxwiler, John and Mandi N. Barringer, 2015. 
“Religiosity, Spirituality and Support for Legal 
Abortion” Southern Sociological Society: New 
Orleans. 
Lynxwiler, John and David Gay. 2014.  “Social Issues 
and the Conservative Right.” Association for Applied 
and Clinical Sociologists; Pittsburgh.
Mihai, Florin. “Five Strategies for Integrating 
Personality Factors into Adult ESL Classes”. TESOL 
2015 International Convention and English Language 
Expo. Toronto, Ontario, Canada, March 2015.
Thorne, R., Mottarella, K., Murdoch, E., Turner, D., 
Loeak, K., Lee, R., & Farah, R. (2015, January). When 
You Care Enough to Teach the Very Best: New 
Support for Use of Greeting Cards in Class Exercise 
Poster session at National Institute on the Teaching of 
Psychology, St. Petersburg, FL.
Janowsky, A., McConnell, D., Chin, M., & Mottarella, K., 
(2015, January). Assessment Version 2.0: Updating 
Program Assessment in Response to New APA 
Guidelines Poster session at National Institute on the 
Teaching of Psychology, St. Petersburg, FL. 
 
Mottarella, K., Fritzsche, B., Janowsky, A., & Cassisi, 
J. (2015, January). From Major to Career: Closing 
the Loop Poster session at National Institute on the 
Teaching of Psychology, St. Petersburg, FL.
Mottarella, K., & Fritzsche, B. A., (2014, January). 
“Today’s excuse making among college students: 
“The dog ate my computer,” Poster session at 
National Institute on the Teaching of Psychology, St. 
Petersburg, FL.
Park, Hyung Sam, Xinsheng Liu, and Arnold Vedlitz. 
2014. “Analyzing Climate Change Debates in the U.S. 
Congress: Party Control and Mobilizing Networks.” 
Risk, Hazards, and Crisis in Public Policy 5(3):239-258.
Park, Hyung Sam. “Disparities in Declining Heart 
Disease Mortality Rates in Texas, 2003-2012.” 
Southwestern Social Science Association (SSSA) 
Annual Meeting, Denver, CO, April 8-11, 2015.
Non-Fatal Strangulation as Part of Domestic Violence: 
A Review of Research. Pritchard, A.J., Reckdenwald, 
A., Nordham, C., Holton, J. 52nd Annual Meeting of the 
Academy of Criminal Justice Sciences, Orlando, FL, 
March 2015.
Examining the Quality of Evidence in Domestic 
Violence Cases Involving Strangulation: The Brevard 
County Strangulation Pilot Project. Pritchard, A.J. 
52nd Annual Meeting of the Academy of Criminal 
Justice Sciences, Orlando, FL, March 2015.
Angel Edgecombe attended the Emerging Leader 
Series, Examining the Real Disability, Respectful 
Communication, and Reflections of Women in the 
Media. 
Angel Edgecombe and Angie Jones, who are both 
a part of the Regional Campuses New Media Team, 
attended a Hootsuite Training to manage Social Media 
Accounts. 
Angel Edgecombe, Paula Cepero, Darlyne Egan, 
Megan Haught, and Teresa Youngman attended 
Escape to Freedom: The Story of Young Frederick 
Douglass at Eastern Florida State College Cocoa 
Campus as part of their Black History Month 
Celebration. 
 
Megan Haught, and Whitney Watson, Palm Bay ROS, 
presented part one of the Safe Zone series, LGBTQ+ 
101, on both the Cocoa and Palm Bay campuses. UCF 
and EFSC faculty, staff and students attended.
Megan Haught completed Lync 2013 training and the 
GOLD Knights workshop on gender and orientation 
language diversity. as well as certifications in First Aid 
and Adult CPR/AED.
4 Faculty & Staff Achievements
Does prioritizing crime type or victim-offender 
relationship impact fear of crime measures? Results 
from a randomized block questionnaire design in 
campus safety climate research. Pritchard, A.J., Plaza, 
D. 78th Annual Meeting of the Southern Sociological 
Society, New Orleans, LA, March 2015.
Is chivalry alive and well? An examination of chivalry 
effects in a campus climate survey about bystander 
intervention strategies. Pritchard, A.J., Frey, S., Stark, 
N. 78th Annual Meeting of the Southern Sociological 
Society, New Orleans, LA, March 2015.
Forensic Medical Examinations for Domestic Violence 
Strangulation Victims: An Active Research Model for 
Implementing a Complex Program. Pritchard, A.J. 
and Holton, J. 42nd Annual Meeting of the Southern 
Criminal Justice Association. September 2014.
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On March 31, as part of 
Women’s History Month, 
the Cocoa campus 
hosted a viewing and 
discussion of the UCF 
Honors in the Major 
documentary, Filthy 
Dreamers. The directors/producers Dr. Robert 
Cassanello and Dr. Lisa Mills discussed the making 
of the film which portrays the efforts in the 1920s 
to stop the teaching of evolution at Florida State 
College for Women and the fight of the faculty 
and students for academic freedom. Dr. Ben 
Brotemarkle, Executive Director of the Florida 
Historical Society moderated.
The event was open to the public.
Documentary: Filthy Dreamers
Faculty Presentations continued
Nancy Brasel received the College of Education and 
Human Performance Excellence in Undergraduate 
Teaching Award. 
Dr. Krisann Draves, Nursing, was promoted to Associ-
ate Lecturer.
Dr. Leandra Preston-Sidler, Woman’s Studies, complet-
ed her PhD in Texts and Technology. Her dissertation 
was titled, “Watch Me Disappear: Gendered Bodies, 
Pro-Anorexia and Self-Injury in Virtual Communities.”
Dr. Adam Pritchard, Sociology, is a research partner on 
a project with Brevard County Sheriff’s Office which 
will help identify and implement law enforcement 
practices and become an example of true researcher-
practitioner partnership for the entire law enforcement 
community. The workgroup has created programs 
for domestic violence strangulation survivors, human 
trafficking along I-95, therapy dogs for child victims, 
and how to use social media to inform local citizens. 
Additionally the program provides UCF students with 
an opportunity to examine, study, and develop with 




Films for Peace: The Normal Heart




Micro-messages & Microaggressions 
Training and Enrichment offered  
in Cocoa & Palm Bay
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Partnerships & Community Involvement 5
Southern Region Administration
• Continued collaboration with EFSC through attendance at the following:
• EFSC Provost/Executive Council Meetings
• EFSC BOT meetings
• Meetings with EFSC Provosts
• Continued community involvement through attendance at:
• The 13th Annual Economic Development Update Breakfast for the City of Cocoa
• Economic Development Commission of Florida’s Space Coast meetings:  
• Investor Update 
• Quarterly Board of Director
• Quarterly Community Marketing Council 
• EDC New Board Member training
• United Way Community Impact Funding Panel 
• Meetings of the Brevard CareerSource, Business Workforce Committee
Patricia Terrill, Dr. 
Lauren Miller, Kim 
Poppert, Angel 
Edgecombe, Angie 
Jones, Nick Pantloni 
and eight EFSC staff 
members attended the 
9th Annual College 
Access Summit which brings together UCF Regional 
Campuses, State Colleges and area K-12 employees to 
improve accessibility to higher education for Florida 
students. 
Sonya Curtis attended the 2015 Mayor’s Breakfast for 
the City of Palm and the Space Coast Tech Council 
Education Committee meeting with the Melbourne 
Regional Chamber of East Central Florida.
 
Dr. Lauren Miller 
attended the annual 
LEAD Brevard 4 Under 
40 Awards event. The 
Cocoa & Palm Bay 
campuses sponsor an 
award at this event 
every year. 
Dr. Lauren Miller accepted an award on behalf 
of the UCF Southern Region honoring 20 years 
of membership with the Melbourne Chamber of 
Commerce. 
Dr. Lauren Miller serves on the Diversity Dimension 
Committee and PROGRESS Committee for UCF 
Regional Campuses.
The USPS Support staff, as part of diversity efforts, created bulletin boards to celebrate 
Black History Month. The boards covered background on the Tuskegee Airmen, notable 
people and events in Black History, and a Know Your Rights board that included 
constitutional amendments, the Civil Rights Act of 1964, the Voting Rights Act of 1965, and 
information about current civilian rights when dealing with law enforcement.
Computer Services
• http://apps.ucf.edu/ free software for use on their 
devices, such as, SPSS, ARCGIS, SAS, etc.
• They also have access to Office 365 through their 
Knights Email that gives the 1 TB of storage in 
OneDrive and is the recommended portal to ac-
cess their Knights Email account. They can also 
 
share documents with fellow students, faculty, or 
those that are not affiliated with UCF.  
• And new this month; a tech fee funded project 
that gives students and faculty free access to nu-
merous training videos via the link lyndaCampus.
aa.ucf.edu. There is a charge for staff to use this 
site.
Please remind your students that they have access to many free applications and video training opportunities. 
Please see the list below:
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College of Nursing
The Student Nurses 
Association – Cocoa campus 
RSO had a busy and exciting 
spring semester. In January 
of 2015, SNA membership 
doubled with the incoming 
junior class to nearly 75 
students. SNA advertised for and sponsored a Red 
Cross blood drive, resulting in over 45 pints of blood 
donated. This event was open to all Eastern Florida 
State College and UCF students, faculty, and staff, 
and was so successful that SNA plans to host this 
yearly on the Cocoa campus. In February of 2015, SNA 
brought in guest speakers from the local Health First 
hospital system, and the VA Hospital in Viera, to speak 
at meetings about the importance of volunteerism, 
resume building, veteran service opportunities, and 
more. 
 
SNA completed a Pasta for Pennies fundraiser, which 
benefited the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society 
– nearly doubling the donations raised from the 
previous year, bringing in $242.51 for this cancer 
charity in just over three weeks. The seniors out-raised 
the juniors and earned a free lunch from Olive Garden. 
SNA has continued to support worthy cancer charities 
alongside veteran-related service opportunities for 
the spring of 2015.
 
On March 30, SNA traveled 
to WinVet, a transitional 
housing facility for recently 
homeless veterans in 
Titusville, FL, to provide 
hygiene education. The 
nurse-to-veteran ratio 
was 1:1 and eleven vets came out to discuss and 
learn about various topics, including hand washing, 
showering/bathing, teeth brushing, MRSA and 
bedbug prevention, and linen changing/laundering. 
As future nurses, students see many patients in-
hospital with serious illnesses related to hygiene and 
basic care which could have been prevented with 
knowledge. Through teaching, SNA empowered this 
vulnerable population to make hygienic choices to 
maintain health and prevent serious infections and 
sickness. SNA has also built a lasting relationship with 
Ms. Audrey Hibbard, a VA nurse dedicated to serving 
Brevard’s homeless veterans. 
 
Cocoa SNA member 
William “Bill” Hickman won 
Outstanding Member of 
the Year 2014-2015 for all 
UCF student organizations. 
Out of 500+ organizations 
and over 40,000 organization members, this is a 
phenomenal achievement. He has been an integral 
part of the nursing student team, serving at nearly 
every event and making SNA a priority in his life 
while simultaneously working 30 hours per week 
and recently having become engaged. SNA thanks 
everyone who has participated in their events 
for this past school year, and to all who provided 
encouragement to Bill and the board members. SNA 
is incredibly honored to have Bill as a member and 
classmate. 
 
On April 11, SNA fundraised 
for their Merritt Island Relay 
for Life team, themed “How 
to Save a Life,” with online 
donations, a bake sale, and a 
CPR-based kids game. Online 
fundraising netted $640, and 
on the day of the event, SNA 
raised $159.55, bringing the 
total raised to $799.55! Student nurses brought a 
multitude of home-made goods, including cake pops, 
cookies, trail mix, brownies, ice cold waters, UCF 
Nursing water bottles, ID badge lanyards and more. 
All proceeds went to the American Cancer Society. 
 
SNA also volunteered at the VA Stand Down in 
Cocoa, FL at the end of April, an event that bussed 
in homeless vets around the county to receive 
counseling, legal advice, medical examinations, food, 
bike repairs, and supplies. This event was a part of the 
VA’s initiative to end veteran homelessness in Brevard. 
Finally, SNA is currently running a sock drive for the 
homeless through the end of May. 
The College of Nursing held its annual scholarship 
luncheon where over $240,000 in scholarship money 
was awarded to current nursing students. Cocoa 
students were well-represented. The following Cocoa 
basic BSN students were honored at the luncheon:
 Lettie Pate White Scholarship - Nicolina Demuynck 
and Gabrielle Pignone; Renee M. Keller Endowed 
Scholarship - William Beaudoin; Bender Family 
Endowed Scholarship - Nicolina Demuynck; Central 
Florida Kidney Centers Endowed Scholarship - Melissa 
Krell; Diane and Lawrence Wink Endowed Scholarship 
- Megan Witcher; Vitas Innovative Hospice Care 
Scholarship - Gabrielle Pignone; Barbara Fowler Hoff 
Endowed Scholarship - Sarah Johnson; Dorothy Ann 
Perkins Tomlinson Scholarship (limited to Brevard 
County students) - William Beaudoin, Sarah Johnson, 
Nicolina Demunyck, Melissa Krell, Camilla Perez,  and 
Megan Witcher; Orlando Health Honors in the Major 
Endowed Scholarship - Jessica Ellermets.
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College of Arts & Humanities
College of Education
In Fall 2015, Women’s Studies will officially become the UCF Women’s and Gender Studies Program. As part of 
this update, the program is expanding course offerings. New courses for regional campuses include Introduction 
to Gender Studies, and Girls and the Body.
The Women’s and Gender Studies program offers multiple opportunities for service 
learning projects and scholarships related to the projects. Women’s Studies students this 
year won seven awards at the 12th Annual UCF Service-Learning Showcase as part of their 
classes such as Introduction to Women’s Studies, and Global and Transnational Feminisms. 
Dr. Karri Williams started a professional book club for 
Elementary Education majors with Education faculty 
members Lenora Forsythe and Nancy Brasel. They are 
reading/discussing Engaging Students with Poverty in 
Mind: Practical Strategies for Raising Achievement by 
Eric Jensen.
Dr. Lewis Blessing’s Teaching Science in Elementary 
School class presented group lessons February 19 at 
the Brevard Zoo in Melbourne.  Their lessons were 
developed from Project Learning Tree (PLT), an award-
winning environmental education program designed 
for teachers and other educators, parents, and 
community leaders working with youth from preschool 
through grade 12.  The previous week, staff from the 
zoo conducted training at the Cocoa campus in PLT 
teaching strategies and multi disciplinary activities.  
Upon successful completion of both sessions, Dr. 
Blessing’s students received certification in Project 
Learning Tree.
Professional Development Day
Early childhood, elementary and secondary education 
Internship II students attended a professional 
development workshop February 16 at the Cocoa 
campus.  Personnel from Brevard Public Schools 
presented information about applying for a 
teaching position, acquiring credentials from the 
state, interviewing tips, and potential employment 
opportunities in the district.  Interns shared their 
successes and challenges, and had the opportunity 
to ask questions about their upcoming Teacher Work 
Sample assignment.  A strategy called, “Last Word” 
engaged students in close reading.  The workshop was 
arranged by Internship Coordinators Katherine Seeley 
and Shloe Kerness.
Dr. Deborah Rhyne’s CCJ 3134 (Prisons and Jails) toured the Brevard County Correctional Complex. The tour was 
conducted by Lt. Kelly Haman and included the female complex.
College of Health and Public Affairs
College of Sciences
Over the course of the spring 2015 semester, the 
UCF Speech Team (based in Palm Bay) competed in 
many tournaments and four students were champions 
in their areas: Madelyn Diaz in POI at University of 
West Florida, Rebekah Waldorff in Communication 
Analysis at University of West Florida, Emily Stowers 
and Lukas Terhall in Parlimentary Debate 4th Parli 
joust University of Central Florida, and Emily Stowers 
in Extemporaneous Speaking at University of West 
Florida, and in After Dinner Speaking at University of 
Florida.
As a result of the team’s strong showing during the 
academic year, they were eligible to compete in the 
Florida Intercollegiate State Championships. Amanda 
Grimsley won 3rd in Poetry, and 4th in Prose. Hunter 
Menning placed 4th in Informative. Emily Stowers 
was 4th in After Dinner Speaking. Rebekah Waldorff 
placed 6th in Impromptu, and 6th in Communication 
Analysis. Emily Stowers and Lukas Terhall were 2nd in 
Parliamentary Debate.
As final results at tournaments, the UCF Speech Team 
placed 3rd at University of Florida, 3rd at Florida 
State University, 4th at FIFA State Championship, 
and 27th at National Forensics Association National 
Championship. It was the team’s first year at the 
national championship.
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Academic Advising
Angel Edgecombe, Patricia Terrell, and Sheryl Schagen attended a NACADA Webinar titled: “Advising and 
the Completion Agenda: Strategies for Student Success” hosted by The Academic Advising Counsel (AAC) 
Professional Development subcommittee.  Higher education institutions are working furiously to achieve 
President Obama’s goal to increase the number of students who complete degrees, certificates, and other 
credentials by 2020.  
Angel Edgecombe, Sheryl Schagen, and Patricia Terrell attended a meeting with Dr. Charlie Nutt, the 
National Academic Advising Association (NACADA) Executive Director, hosted by Ms. Delaine Priest, 
Associate Vice President of Student Development and Enrollment Services. 
Angel Edgecombe was selected to represent the Cocoa and Palm Bay campuses 
on Regional Campuses E-scheduling Advisory Committee.  This committee will 
explore options on how to streamline a scheduling process where students can 
make online advising appointments.
Advising, Enrollment Services and Student Services assisted with the ROS Spring 
Outdoor Extravaganza event where they informed students of registration dates 
and provided information about advising. 
Enrollment Services staff attended 
EFSC Welcome Back Events in 
Palm Bay, Melbourne, Cocoa, and 
Titusville.
Enrollment Services and Academic 
Advising Services staff attended 
Go Higher - Get Accepted 
recruitment events with EFSC 
at the following high school 
locations:
Satellite, Eau Gallie, Melbourne, Melbourne Central 
Catholic, Astronaut, Space Coast Junior Senior, 
Covenant Christian School, Cocoa, Cocoa Beach 
Junior Senior, Titusville, Merritt Island, Rockledge, 
Bayside, Heritage, and Viera.
Enrollment and Advising Services staff have 
conducted 55 face-to-face Classroom Visits at EFSC 
for Spring 2015 reaching almost 500 students. 
Additional efforts to reach EFSC on-line students 
were also supported by an additional 21 virtual class 
visits.  Virtual class visits at Eastern Florida State 
College. Cocoa & Palm Bay Enrollment Services 
Enrollment ServicesDirect Connect
Congratulations to Direct  Connect Advisors 
Lourdes Acevedo, Kim Martinez, Kim Poppert, 
Colleen Scott and Andrea Velez for their 
proposal acceptance, Moving Into Action: 
Motivate & Innovate, at the Florida Drive-In 
Advising Conference on at Miami Dade College.
The Regional Campus’s Direct Connect team, 
including Cocoa’s Kim Poppert, received the 
National Conference on Academic Advising 
(NACADA) 2015 Certificate of Merit for the 
Advising Technology Innovation Award, and, 
with this, have been recognized at the national 
level.
Kim Poppert and Sonya Curtis conducted a 
Direct Connect presentation at the Brevard 
County Schools South Area Adult Education 
Center for 17 students.
Sonya Curtis set up a Direct Connect table 
at the EFSC Palm Bay Health Fair and had 49 
student contacts.  
and Direct Connect have a PowerPoint embedded in multiple sections of 8 EFSC online classes which that 
introduces Southern Region campuses, our majors, how to apply, contact information, as well as Direct 
Connect information. There is also an Education specific PowerPoint embedded in sections of 5 EFSC online 
Education classes. 
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Student Services
Spring 2015 kept the Student Services staff very busy.  
They kicked off the semester on January 22 with a 
workshop, “Transfer Launch” designed to assist new 
transfer students in their first semester at UCF. This 
workshop was a collaboration of many teams including 
Transfer and Transition Services, SDES, OSI, Recreation 
& Wellness, Career Services and Regional Campuses. 
Student Services also coordinated the Title IX training 
for faculty and staff, “Identifying, Addressing and 
Preventing Sexual Harassment and Sexual Violence on 
Campus”.  
Transfer Orientation 
We are in the beginning stages of the summer and 
fall transfer orientation season.  Updates have been 
made to the Knights Prep online course and it has 
been embedded into the UCF Cocoa/Palm Bay virtual 
orientation web course.  We are working with FYE 
and Orientation Services on standard outcomes for 
orientation.
Student Accessibility Services Career and Academic Resources
The UCF Student Disability Services office in Orlando 
has changed their name to Student Accessibility 
Services.  Student Services has been updating flyers, 
forms and brochures to reflect this change.  
Angie Jones completed a site visit and tour of 
UCF Daytona and Daytona State College with two 
consultants from the UCF Orlando office, Johanna 
Thompson and Kimberly Foy.  This is an ongoing 
effort to ensure that students attending any UCF 
campus is ensured a fully accessible campus.  It is 
also our way of continuous dialogue with our partner 
institutions to create a seamless transfer process.  
Several future visits are being planned for other 
Regional Campus sites.  
For spring 2015, the UCF Cocoa Student Services 
office had 30 students receiving accommodations 
through Student Accessibility Services.  They 
conducted 3 Welcome Meetings, handled and 
proctored 31 exams.  
SARC Workshops:
  “Discover your Learning Style”, January 29
 “Final Exam Preparation”, April 7
Career Services Workshops:
 “Salary Negotiation “, February 12
 “Why Internships”, February 25
 “Working within the Nonprofit Sector”, April 1
Career Services has a new resourse for students 
called OptimalInterview which allows students to 
practice answering interview questions and record 
practice interviews for playback and review.
Sign up at https://ucf.optimalresume.com for free 
access to OptimalInterview and additional career 
resources.
Joint-Use Library
Along with EFSC partner librarian, Jill Simser, and 
Writing Center Coordinator, Carol Harvest, Regional 
librarians Andy Todd & Barbara Alderman held a joint 
UCF/EFSC citation workshop in March and another in 
April. Students can bring questions or assignments. 
No reservations required, just show up to Bldg. 12, 
Rm. 228 in the library.
Barbara Alderman & Andy Todd participated as 
judges in the Brevard Library Foundation’s 1st Patrick 
D. Smith award for short story writing. The winner 
was local author Rebekah Lyn and the prize was 
$1500. http://www.brevardlibraryfoundation.org/
Please look for this competition starting later this 
year. It’s open to any Brevard resident.
The EFSC/Joint Use Libraries in Cocoa and Palm Bay 
now have iPads available for student checkout, thanks 
to a recent Technology Fee proposal. Each campus 
has 5 iPad Air devices which can be loaned out for a 1 
week period.  Students can add software applications 
through their iTunes account or utilize the over 100 
pre-loaded apps.  
Please contact Barbara Alderman (321.433.7997, 
Barbara.Alderman@ucf.edu) or Andrew Todd 
(321.433.7878, Andrew.Todd@ucf.edu) for more 
details or to set up a demonstration/project for your 
class.
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Special note: Thanks to Megan Haught for her work in completing this newsletter.
Cocoa ROS rang in the new semester in 
January with a tailgate-esque “Welcome 
Back Week” event featuring Kelly’s 
Smokin’ BBQ and free UCF jerseys. In 
February ROS hosted “Candy Gram for 
a Cause,” encouraging students to craft 
valentines for senior citizens in local nursing homes 
(while munching on beautiful homemade cookies by 
Angie’s Pink Confections). When the weather started 
to warm up, ROS held their first annual Spring Outdoor 
Extravaganza in the grassy area outside our UCF 
building. With healthy, fresh catering by Publix shaded 
by the trees, and the smell of cotton candy wafting 
towards campus, ROS had a great turn out of both 
staff and students. The Sno cones and 
sport themed bounce house were a 
huge hit, and if you participated in any 
games, you walked away with a unique 
imprinted mason jar tumbler from 
ROS. The most recent event held in the 
ROS lounge featured salsa music, 
fiesta decorations, a Taco Bar 
catered by Moe’s Southwest Grill, 
and over 70 socializing Knights!
Palm Bay ROS welcomed students to 
the Spring semester with a photo booth 
(including props), a ROS mug with 
scantron and candies, and catering by 
Panda Express. Inspired by Mardi Gras, 
students received goodie bags from 
ROS with beads and masks while eating 
Sonny’s BBQ. Rooney’s Irish Pub rocked 
the Shamrock Knights event in March with their while 
students got crafty creating four leaf clovers and 
leprechauns. ROS hosted a “wacky” photo booth for 
April Fool’s Day with themed props and had a giveaway 
of a small black journal for note-taking. April continued 
to be a busy month with an ROS chartered bus to take 
students to the Universal Knights event, and Cram for 
the Exam during finals week which included a catered 
breakfast from Bob Evans on the 
20th, study supplies grab bags 
(pencils, flash cards, sticky notes, 
highlighters and a scantron) on 
the 21st, and pizza delivery from 
Ferrara Pizza on the 22nd.
Regional Outreach Services
Out & About
Congratulations to Al Davis, Business Services, and his longtime partner Bob on their 
marriage on January 6. The happy couple was wed at the Titusville Courthouse the day 
after the stay ran out on the Florida same sex marriage case. The Cocoa campus hosted 
a wedding shower for them later that week and presented the couple with a cookbook of 
faculty and staff recipes.
Basheka Grant joined the Student Services & Academic Advising office as part time support 
staff. She is a current UCF student majoring in Legal Studies with a minor in Criminal Justice. 
She previously worked in real estate.
 
Rebecca Stanley is returning to UCF to work in Enrollment Services on the Cocoa campus starting in 
June. She is a current graduate student in Psychology and previously worked in Academic Advising.
Dan Miller, Palm Bay Computer Services, left UCF in December after 8 1/2 years. Dan will now be working in 
IT for Brevard County.
Todd Jennings, Cocoa Computer Services, will be leaving UCF at the end of the spring semester after 9 
years with the Cocoa campus. Todd will be doing graphic design work for a private company. 
